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Instructor Background: 

Roy L. Ponthier, Ph.D., Ed.D., CDEI, DREI 

▪ Dr. Ponthier is a licensed Louisiana real estate broker, certified real estate and appraisal instructor, and Director of
Executive Training Centers, LLC, an educational services company which offers in-class training in real estate,
mortgage finance and appraisal, as well as online training through ProEducate, the company’s web-based education
division which offers real estate and mortgage finance related courses throughout the United States.

▪ Dr. Ponthier holds a B.S. degree from Southeastern Louisiana College. His graduate training was taken at Tulane
University (M.S. and Ph.D.) and the University of New Orleans (M.Ed. and Ed.D.). He holds the Certified Distance
Education Instructor (CDEI) certification awarded by the International Distance Education Certification Center (IDECC),
as well as the Distinguished Real Estate Instructor (DREI) designation awarded by the Real Estate Educators
Association in recognition of exceptional effectiveness in the classroom. Dr. Ponthier has served on the faculty of three
Universities, currently teaches classes for The Real Estate Law Society of Loyola University Law School and has
chaired college divisions of Computer Science, as well as Education. Since 1988 he has taught real estate related
subjects to more than 63,000 students. He is a member of five academic honor societies, as well
as MENSA, and author of more than two dozen internationally published scientific papers. He was Director of The
Center for Computer Education, Inc., which trained teachers in computer science, and was president of Worldwide
Information Network, Inc., a provider of Internet and television marketing in real estate. He has owned two mortgage
companies, as well as a business brokerage company and a residential and commercial real estate
company.

▪ Since early 2009, Dr. Ponthier has served on a work group for the Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System &
Registry (NMLS&R) to help develop the functional specifications for mortgage pre-licensing and continuing
education programs taught in the U.S. He is a member of the Real Estate Educator’s Association, The South Central
Educators Group, and the Louisiana Mortgage Bankers Association, for which he is Chair of the education
committee. Dr. Ponthier’s achievements have been documented in Who’s Who (Oxford Edition), American Men and
Women of Science, and the International Who’s Who in Education.



Erika del Pilar Burton-Minard, Ph.D. 

• EDUCATION
o PhD. Political Science/Comparative Politics and International Relations 2014 (University of New Orleans, New 

Orleans, Louisiana)
o M.A. Political Science 2011 (University of New Orleans, New Orleans, Louisiana)
o B.A. Political Science 2009 (Loyola University, New Orleans, Louisiana)

• WORK EXPERIENCE
o Licensed Mortgage Loan Officer (NMLS 1379216), Southwest Funding, LP September  2015 - Currently

▪ Licensed to originate mortgage loans; responsible for conducting financial analyses and analyzing 
clients’ financial risk to determine their financial standing with regards to a mortgage loan

o Adjunct Professor, Department of Political Science, Tulane University January  2015 -  Currently
▪ Comparative Politics Professor

• Responsible for the creation of the course, teaching and giving 40 undergraduate students 
per class overall comprehension of comparative politics in the political science field, 
prepared and conducted daily lectures and created and graded assignments, quizzes, and 
exams

o Dissertation Research, Department of Political Science, University of New Orleans 2013-2014
▪ Performed research and data collection in various comparative subjects within Latin American 

countries (economy, social welfare, female political representation), created different quantitative 
models and conducted quantitative analyses using statistical software

o Teaching Assistant, Department of Political Science, University of New Orleans 2012
▪ Course Instructor- Introduction to Comparative Politics

• Responsible for the creation of the course, responsible for teaching and giving 30 
undergrad students overall comprehension of comparative politics in the political science 
field, prepared and conducted daily lectures, created and graded assignments, quizzes 
and exams

• Responsible for transforming non-digitalized data into digitalized data for new database, 
updated database files, organized Fulbright Scholar files dating back for a period of 
decades, ran extensive search for current whereabouts of scholars, assisted incoming 
scholars with application process, managed office and reception.

• PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
o Passed the National and Louisiana State examination created by the Nationwide Mortgage Licensing 

System and Registry (NMLS) and received a Mortgage Loan Originator License to operate as a Loan 
Officer in the State of Louisiana.

o Certificate of Achievement for IS-00200.b from FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute, October 10, 
2014


